


The Africa Commission has set up a very ambitious working program

Lots of work ahead

The aim of the Africa Commission is

to present recommendations on how
international development cooperation can
support the African youth and the creation
of jobs in Africa through high economic
growth and sustainable development.

Over the course of its work, the Commis-
sion will have three main meetings. The
first meeting took place in Copenhagen on
16 April 2008. The second meeting will
take place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 20
November 2008 and the third and con-
clusive meeting will be in Copenhagen in
May 2009. In between the main meetings,
the Commission will organize a number
of thematic conferences and workshops

in Africa. Each of these meetings will put
forward a set of policy recommendations
which will provide crucial input to the
deliberations of the Commission.

The recommendations presented at the
final meeting in Copenhagen in May

2009 will be targeted at stakeholders in
international development cooperation,
notably African governments, international
development organizations, and donor
governments. Recommendations may also
be targeted at other relevant stakeholders.

In order to provide input for the Commis-
sion’s work and ensure African ownership
to the proces, a series of thematic confer-
ences will be arranged in Africa between
the 1st and the 2nd meeting of the Com-
mission. Members of the Commission will
participate and co-chair each conference.
The first took place in Ouagadougou on
16 June 2008.

The Commission will ensure broad partici-
pation in the conferences. Participants will
be relevant stakeholders, i.e. representatives
from regional organizations, youth orga-
nizations, women organizations, govern-
ment, civil society, private sector, academia
and international resource persons.

Thematic Conferences

1. A conference on The Educational Challenge has been held in

Ouagadougou, on 16 June, 2008

2. A conference on Women and Employment will be held in

Maputo, on 15 August, 2008

3. A conference on Youth and Employment will
be held in Accra, on 5 September, 2008.

4. A conference on Climate Change will be held in Nairobi, on

18 September, 2008.

5. A conference on Economic Growth will be held
in Kampala, Uganda on 30 October, 2008
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Youth conference and
workshops

All the input from these
conferences will be con-
densed and fed into the
work of the Commission,
which will meet again on
20 November 2008 in
Addis Ababa. Prior to this
a youth conference will be
organized — also in Addis
Ababa — in cooperation
with the African Union.
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The work the Africa Commission was also
the focus point for a special session in late
May at the Youth Forum of Copenhagen
Consensus 2008. Here 80 young people
from all over the world discussed the main
topics of the Commission and came up
with their suggestions on how to meet the
challenges facing Africa.

Workshops and international
debate

After the second meeting of the Commis-
sion, a new string of smaller, more focused
workshops will be arranged during the
winter/spring of 2008-2009 in order to
prepare the final report. The report will

be presented at the third and conclusive
meeting of the Commission in May 2009
in Copenhagen.

The Africa Commission wishes to put
Africa higher up on the international
agenda. Hence, throughout the coming
months the Commission will promote an
international debate about the challenges
facing Africa.

An important part of the information work of
the Commission is the webpage
www.africacommission.um.dk. Here you can
send your suggestion, read the latest news and
take part in the debate.
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Family photo - Members of the Africa Com-
mission assembled for a “family photo” during
the first meeting.

Front row (from left to right): Asha-Rose
Migiro, Ali Mohammed Shein, Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, Luisa Dias Diogo, Jean Ping.
Second row: Klaus Aagaard Bustrup, Don-
ald Kaberuka, Ulla Toernaes, Mohamed Ibn
Chambas, Robert Calderisi, Mo Ibrahim.
Third row: Christian Friis Bach, Greg Mills,
Koen Vervaeke, Lauritz Holm-Nielsen.

Not present in the picture: Jakaya Kikwete,
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Betty Maina and Ellen
Margrethe Logj.

Ready to work for Africa

The Africa Commission met for the first sion. This meeting will take place in Addis
time in Copenhagen on16 April. Here the ~ Ababa on 20 November.

Commission agreed on a very ambitious

working paper, outlining among other Read more about the work ahead page 2.
things five thematic conferences to be held
before the next meeting of the Commis-
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> Prime Minster Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen and Minister for Development Co-
operation, Ulla Toernaes, welcomes Dr.
Asha-Rose Migiro, Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

>> Louisa Dias Diogo, Prime Minister
of Mozambique, answers questions at
the press conference following the first
meeting of the Africa Commission.

The Africa Commission in session.
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More than 100 participants, primarily from Africa, participated in the con-

ference on the Educational Challenge in Ouagadougou on 16 June 2008.
The conference was co-hosted by Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, president of
ECOWAS, Mr. Lauritz Holm-Nielsen, Rector of the University of Aarhus,
Denmark, and Ms. Ellen Margrethe Loj, Special Representative of the UN

Secretary General in Liberia.

The Conference on the Educational Challenge which took place in Ouaga-
dougou on 16 June 2008 confirmed that education is not only a right of all
children, but also that it has an indisputably positive bearing on employ-
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ment generation, economic growth and poverty reduction.

Education and jobs

hand in hand

Participants in the meeting called for more
investment in education at all levels and
for more effective measures in line with

the principles of the Paris Declaration of
Effective Aid for enhancing education of
children and youth in Africa in general
from African governments, the private sec-
tor and muldilateral and bilateral develop-
ment partners. The conference recalled the
FTT benchmark that about 20 per cent of
the state budget should go to education, of
which half should go to primary educa-
tion.

The importance of giving value to educa-
tion in children’s mother tongue was
empbhasized by several of the working
groups. Education given in the children’s
first language has shown positive results
for future learning and for higher enroll-

ment rate in rural areas.

The strong link between education and
job opportunities — both employment
and self-employment — was emphasized. It
was fundamental to the Conference that
education of children and youth should be
of higher quality and provide for a skilled
and competent workforce that meets the
needs of society in general and of the pri-
vate sector in particular. Otherwise there
would be a risk of educating people for
unemployment and limiting the growth
of the private sector due to lack of skilled
labour.

The Africa Commission is supported by a
Secretariat in Copenhagen. Please feel free
to contact us, if you have any questions or
suggestions:

Head of the Secretariat, Mr. Casper Klynge
caskly@um.dk, Phone + 45 33920359

Chief Technical Advisor, Mr. Morten Elkjaer
morelk@um.dk, Phone + 45 33920215

Head of Communications, Mr. Bjarke Larsen
bjalar@um.dk, Phone + 45 2528 3762

General Issues, Ms. Lene Mandel
lenman@um.dk, Phone + 45 33920692

Logistics, Mr. Adam Ravnkilde
adarav@um.dk, Phone + 45 33920385

Reporting and coordination of side events,
Ms. Lena Hothes
lenhot@um.dk, Phone + 45 33920794

Project Administration, Mr. Alexander Ege
aleege@um.dk, Phone +45 3392 0382

Project assistant, Ms. Gertrud Nielsen
gernie@um.dk, Phone +45 3392 0382

Project assistant, Ms. Astrid Folkmann Bonde
astbon@um.dk, Phone +45 3392 0382

www.africacommission.um.dk

africacommisson@um.dk






